
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
 
Petition Number:  PE1268 
 
Main Petitioner: Catherine Mitchell 
 
Subject: Asbestos in Schools 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to take action 
against those local authorities who have failed to implement robust asbestos 
management plans and procedures for school buildings containing asbestos 
and ensure that parents and teachers who require data about asbestos in 
school buildings held by local authorities have access to this.  

Background  
 
The Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 2006 place a duty on those who 
have responsibility for building maintenance and repair to manage the risk 
from asbestos. The regulations include a requirement to prepare a plan 
setting out in detail how the risks from these materials will be managed; take 
the necessary steps to put the plan into action; periodically review and 
monitor the plan and provide information on the location and condition of the 
materials to anyone who is liable to work on or disturb them. In the case of 
school buildings the relevant local authority has these responsibilities.  

The Health and Safety Executive 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) enforces health and safety legislation. 
HSE inspectors normally enforce health and safety standards by giving advice 
on how to comply with the law.  

According the the Health and Safety Executive website1 the HSE is trying to  
encourage compliance with the 'duty to manage’ asbestos by:  

• raising awareness among those that have the duty to manage 
asbestos - the people or organisations that have responsibility for the 

                                                 
1 http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/campaign/duty.htm
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repair and maintenance of non-domestic premises and/or control of 
those premises; and  

• promoting practical advice and guidance on how they might comply 
with it.  

The HSE have the power to prosecute those responsible in order to make the 
improvements necessary.  

Access to Information  
 
The petitioner expresses her dissatisfaction over the way that Glasgow City 
Council has responded to information requests made under the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Under this Act anyone not satisfied with the 
way in which information requests are handled can request the organisation to 
review the case. If an individual does not receive a response, or is still not 
satisifed with any response received, they can appeal to the Scottish 
Information Commissioner for a decision. 
 
 
 
Kate Berry  
Senior Research Specialist 
20 May 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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